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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 0445 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG IT 

SUBJECT: ENI REQUEST FOR CONSULTATIONS WITH USG 
REF: A) STATE 2390; B) ROME 14149 

1. EMBASSY INFORMED ENI OF DEPARTMENT WILLINGNESS TO ARRANGE 
APPOINTMENTS WITH USG ENERGY OFFICIALS FOR ENI TEAM MID- 
FEBRUARY, NOTING OUR PREFERENCE THAT FORMAL REQUEST OR NOTIFICA- 
TION COME THROUGH OFFICIAL CHANNELS EITHER IN ROME OR WASHINGTON 
(REF A). FOLIGNANO, DEPTY DIRECTOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS, SAID 

THAT HE WOULD INFORM HIS CHIEF LANDOLFI, OUT OF ITALY, AND BE 
IN TOUCH WITH US. 

2. FOLIGNANO TELEPHONED JANUARY 1 1 TO SAY THAT ALTHOUGH ENI 
APPRECIATED POSITIVE RESPONSE BY USG, ITS DECEMBER 18 PROPOSAL 
WAS MOTIVATED BY DESIRE FOR EARLY CONTACTS IN VIEW OF SITUATION 
PREVAILING AT THAT TIME. IN MEANTIME, EVENTS HAVE DEVELOPED 
RAPIDLY, CULMINATING IN PRESIDENT'S CALL FOR A CONFERENCE OF CON- 
SUMER COUNTRIES FEBRUARY 11. IN VIEW THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, 
FOLIGNANO STATED ENI WISHES TO REFLECT SOMEWHAT BEFORE MAKING 
FINAL DECISION, AND WILL KEEP US INFORMED. 
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3. FOLIGNANO NOTED THAT OUR PREFERENCE FOR ARRANGING CONTACTS 
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THROUGH GOVERNMENT CHANNELS SHOULD NOT RPT NOT CAUSE PROBLEMS 
FOR ENI. VOLPE 
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